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Pastor’s Message- Making Space for Whoever May 
Come Through the Door in 2024 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
and make his face to shine upon us, 

that your way may be known upon earth, 
your saving power among all nations. 
Let all the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 
- Psalm 67:1-3 (NRSV) 

As individual Christian disciples and as the gathering together of God’s people here at 

Elma UMC, God has been gracious to us, and God has blessed us. The prayer that God 

would “make his face to shine upon us” is asking God to be actively engaged with us; 

according us special and active attention and consideration, shining the light on us that 

only God can shine. The psalmist believed that if people could see the blessings of God 

actively shining upon us, they would know the way to follow God and receive God’s sav-

ing power. They would join us in following God’s light. Why is that important? So that all 

peoples would praise God, and God alone, not idols.  

Christians know that the way God lights for us is not something we made up out of our 

human imaginations. God desires relationship with us on God’s terms, not ours; because 

God knows us, loves us, and knows we will perish without him. In the Communion liturgy 

we pray, “when we turned away and our love failed, God’s love remained steadfast.” 

God makes his face shine upon those who have their faces turned toward him, seeking 

him, and living according to God’s way. 

The ancient Hebrew priests received that blessing, and passed the blessing on to the 

people they ministered to. Jesus’ disciple Peter wrote of the gathering of Jesus’ disciples, 

“you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonder-

ful light.” (1 Peter 2:9) Christianity throughout the world today is a testimony, a fulfill-

ment of the psalmist’s prayer and the manifestation of Peter’s declaration about the 

Church. 

So we are not merely to enjoy God’s blessings, but to pass them on, offering others the 

light of Christ, so they may choose to turn and receive God’s blessings too. One way we 

make space for those God is calling to come through our door is to make room in our 

hearts for the possibility that God may call US to invite them to come. In fact, if we re-

member the mission Jesus gave to his disciples, and we call ourselves Jesus’ disciples 

too, then we know in our hearts that God has already called us to offer his gracious invi-

tation to everyone. For he “is not willing that any should perish, but that all would come 

to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) 

Blessings, Pastor Lisa 



YOUTH GROUPS: 

 

(coffee/tea/juice and conversation available every Sunday at 8:45am before worship) 

December 31st – Sunday Worship Service 9:15am 

January 7th – Epiphany Sunday 

 9:15am - Wesleyan Covenant Renewal with Remembrance of Baptism and Holy 
 Communion (Young children, ages 18 months – 2 nd grade, may go with a cou
 ple of our qualified adult members to the Up and About Space (Bell Choir Room) 
 for some fun after the Children’s Time while the preaching is going on. They will 
 return to the Sanctuary and rejoin their parents in time for Holy Communion.) 

 10:25am – Fellowship Time 

January 14th , 21st , 28th 

 9:15am Worship Service 

 10:25am Fellowship Time 

 10:45am Education Hour 

 (The adult class will be working through “Major United Methodist Beliefs” by 
Mack B. Stokes. We have some copies of the book ordered, or purchase your own 
through Amazon or elsewhere. Please read the introduction and chapter 1 before the 
14th if possible; if not, come to class anyway.) 

SUNDAY MORNINGS: 

Pastor Lisa typical weekly schedule: 

In Elma Sundays through Wednesdays,  

works from home on Thursdays,  

takes her Sabbath on Fridays,  

and has her day off on Saturdays.  

The schedule for Thursday through Saturday sometimes changes depending upon the 

needs of the church. In general, she prefers not to work past 9:30pm, although this is 

sometimes unavoidable. As the church is a pretty busy place, it may be best to make an 

appointment if you want to have time to talk with Pastor Lisa. But you are always welcome 

to stop by.  

Note: Pastor Lisa is having hip surgery on January 25th. She will be working from home, 

via her computer and phone, from January 29th -February 10th. She hopes to be back in 

worship on February 11th and in the office on the 12th.  Prayer is appreciated! 

PASTOR’S TYPICAL WEEKLY SCHEDULE: 



Christian Education:  

Read Through the Bible in a Year in “Chronological Order” 

Why is chronological order in quotation marks? Because 

there are different ideas among biblical scholars about 

whether there can be a chronological ordering to the books of the Bible. This particular 

arrangement of the Scripture readings does a pretty good job chronologically tracking the 

Hebrew Bible narrative stories and inserting the poetry and prophecy appropriately. It also 

blends the Gospels in a way that provides a clearer timeline, and then inserts the various 

Apostles’ letters into the chronological narrative of the Book of Acts. This way of reading 

the Bible helps us to understand the timeline from the beginning of God’s Creation to the 

fulfillment of Jesus’ promised return and God’s Kingdom fully come! Paper copies of the 

entire year’s readings are available on the table outside Pastor Lisa’s Office, in half and full-

page sizes for you to tuck into your Bible. If you prefer to follow the reading schedule 

we’ve used the past three years, copies are also available to pick up, or Pastor Lisa can 

email it to you. Enjoy a blessed year in God’s Holy Word! 

January 

1 - Genesis 1-3. 2 - Genesis 4-7. 3 - Genesis 8-11. 4 - Job 1-5. 5 - Job 6-9. 6 - Job 10-13. 7 - 

Job 14-16. 8 - Job 17-20. 9 - Job 21-23. 10 - Job 24-28. 11 - Job 29-31. 12 - Job 32-34. 13 - 

Job 35-37. 14 - Job 38-39. 15 - Job 40-42. 16 - Genesis 12-15. 17 - Genesis 16-18. 18 - Gene-

sis 19-21. 19 - Genesis 22-24. 20 - Genesis 25-26. 21 - Genesis 27-29. 22 - Genesis 30-31. 23 

- Genesis 32-34. 24 - Genesis 35-37. 25 - Genesis 38-40. 26 - Genesis 41-42. 27 - Genesis 43-

45. 28 - Genesis 46-47. 29 - Genesis 48-50. 30 - Exodus 1-3. 31 - Exodus 4-6. 

February 

1 - Exodus 7-9. 2 - Exodus 10-12. 3 - Exodus 13-15. 4 - Exodus 16-18. 5 - Exodus 19-21.   6 - 

Exodus 22-24. 7 - Exodus 25-27. 

BIBLE CHALLENGE: 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS: 

Many thanks to those of you who have responded to our Fall Stewardship Effort as we 

Begin Preparing and Sharing God’s Good NEWS in 2024. Elma UMC is a very special 

“mustard tree” God has planted in Elma, NY. And we get to do many special things to pre-

pare for all who will come and nest in our branches! Won’t YOU join us, if you haven’t al-

ready, by pledging your Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness as we seek to Nur-

ture, Educate, Worship, and Serve our sisters and brothers in Christ and the people God 

calls us to reach outside the church? Please return your pledge card to the church today! 



Wednesday, January 17th , 10-10:30am and/or 6:30-7:30pm. 

Please join Pastor Lisa in a time of gathering for informal prayer for our church, our com-

munity, and personal needs. Prayer for healing with laying on of hands and anointing with 

oil will be available for those desiring this form of prayer ministry. 

MONTHLY PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES: 

LEADERSHIP TEAM NEWS: 

Elma UMC’s Leadership Team is seeking strong communication between itself and the 

members and friends of Elma UMC. Everyone is welcome to reach out to Team mem-

bers about the church and to find out more about the new ways we get to do the ad-

ministrative and visioning work.  

Here is your Team for 2024: 

Class of 2024 – Rob Coatsworth, Ryan Schmitz, D’Lynn Zurek 

Class of 2025 – Peter J. Buechi, Martha Horohoe, Pam Thauer 

Class of 2026 – Steve Buechi (team chair for 2024), Annette DeNies, Wendie Stockton 

Lay Leader - Rose Shiesley, and Lay Member to AC - Andrew Hartley also serve 

Pastor Lisa works with and is accountable to the Leadership Team for all program, min-

istry, and mission areas, and to the UNY Annual Conference for oversight of all adminis-

trative functions. 

In addition, your Leadership Development and Nominations Team (Pastor Lisa-chair, 

Rose Shiesley, Deacon Deb, Sue Brunner, Steve DeNies, and Darlene Green) is working 

on creating new ways to help our members and friends grow in Christian discipleship, 

as we all discover the ministries we get to do as we share the Good NEWS of Jesus 

through Nurture, Education, Worship, and Service. You can let any of these team mem-

bers know what you’re interested in. 



Hello, my name is Cody Lombard and I have been a recipient of the Elma United 

Methodist Church Scholarship for the past 4 years. The scholarship has helped me out 

tremendously with paying for school, books, and relieving me of the stress of paying 

for college. I am currently enrolled in the photography program in the arts depart-

ment at Buffalo State University. I would have to say my favorite class this semester 

would have to be my Senior Seminar. I enjoyed this class this semester because it 

showed me how to advertise and get my artwork out to the public. It also had me 

host my first art show and taught me what is necessary to host a successful reception 

to display my artwork. All of this was made possible with the support from my church 

family and also the generosity of the scholarship committee or choosing me as a re-

cipient of scholarship funds. 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIEPENT: 

YOUNG FAMILY MINISTRIES: 

Here at Elma UMC we are very interested in serving the needs of our young families and 

engaging you in Christian discipleship and ministry in ways that will work with your very  

busy lives. So this month we are getting started! This is only a small beginning of what 

we hope our Young Family Ministries may become.  

Sunday Morning Worship – The first Sunday of each month, Communion Sunday, we 

are making space available during the sermon preaching for our young children (ages 18 

months-2nd grade). A couple of our qualified adults will take them to the Up and About 

Space for some fun and a little learning after the Children’s Time portion of the service. 

They will return to you in time for Communion. We hope to expand this ministry to in-

clude most, if not all, Sundays and special services. Please join in! 

And – Pastor Lisa will be reaching out to all our young families to schedule an informal 

get-together; child care will be provided. She would like to engage in some conversation 

with you to find out how we can get you all together for some fellowship, relevant Chris-

tian worship and education to help you grow in your faith, and some area of service in 

the church community to get you really connected! Maybe we’re looking at something 

that could happen once a month, that’s just for you, that you get to be a part of that’s 

exciting at church! We’ll be reaching out to set a date – we hope you can all come and 

be a part of creating something new in a space for Young Families. 



CHRISTIAN ED: 
Deacon Deb Coatsworth 

Education Hour 

Education Hour is January 14, 21, 28 10:45 – 11:45 for all ages. 

Tuesday Bible Study 

All are welcome to attend Tuesday Bible Study from 9:30 – 10:30. 

Youth Groups 

 Mini Youth: Movie Night TBA & Presbyterian Church Fun TBA 

 Senior Youth: Chicken BBQ & Pulled Pork Fundraiser: January 28, Noon – 1:30 

Senior Youth Group TSG BBQ Drive-Thru Fundraiser – January 28th 

The Senior Youth Group is having a TSG BBQ Drive-Thru fundraiser to help with the cost of 

their Mission Trip. 

Chicken BBQ & Pulled Pork Drive Thru-Dinner 

By TSG BBQ 

January 28th 

You can either order ½ Chicken dinner or a Pulled Pork Sandwich dinner. 

Your sides come with Macaroni and Cheese, Coleslaw and a Roll &  Butter. 

Time for Dinner PICKUP @ EUMC: 12:00 – 1:30  

½ Chicken Dinner: $15.00 

Pulled Pork Sandwich Dinner: $15.00 

 

PLEASE…reserve Chicken BBQ or Pulled Pork Tickets call or email Deacon Deb at 652-5427 

ext. 202 or ceateumc@gmail.com. Youth will be available in the main hallway before and 

after worship selling tickets. 

FUNDRAISING: 



It has been a privilege to serve as your Layleader for the past 3 years. As I reflect back 

on the trials and triumphs, I realize how much I have learned serving alongside a faith-

filled group of joyful, committed disciples. We have loved, learned, prayed, and grown 

together; both individually and as a church. We have seen a lot of change, and will 

continue to move forward seeking God’s will for EUMC. While I pray about my next 

role at EUMC, I know I will remain committed to this church, loving and serving with 

all of you. I am  thrilled that Rose Shiesley will be assuming the role of Layleader! I 

know she will be a wonderful role model of Christian discipleship and faith. She will 

represent our congregation well. 

With warm regards, 

Sue Brunner 

A MESSAGE FROM: Sue Brunner 

MINI & SENIOR Youth Retreat to Camp Asbury 

Grades 5th – 12th are welcome to participate in the Retreat. 

Place: Camp Asbury, Silver Lake NY 

Date: February 19 – 21 

Time Leaving Church: 9:00 on Feb. 19. 

Time Returning to Church: Between 3:00 & 3:30p.m., Feb. 21. 

Parents: Please fill out a child information form (Insurance information) and permission 

slip with Deacon Deb Coatsworth.  

***PLEASE SIGN UP BY February 4th . *** 

CAMP ASBURY: 



January’s FISH item is  Canned Vegetables.  Any  non-perishable item is accepted and ap-
preciated 

FISH: 

I am feeling blessed, excited and hopeful for the work we are going to do in 2024! God 

has a plan for us to grow in our Faith as our church moves forward into the future. Our 

Sunday worship service has a renewed sense of Joy with Nan at the piano, and our choir 

praising the Lord with music. In my 20 years at Elma there have been many changes in 

staff, worship, music, programs, and members. Looking back, I feel that God with the Holy 

Spirit has prepared us to move forward in our mission to make disciples through Nurture, 

Education, Worship and Service. Yes, this is new to some of us but as we share with one 

another our experience with spreading the good news it will be part of who we are. I ask 

for your prayers and remember “Fear Not for I am with Thee” Gen 26:24 

LAYLEADER: Rose Shiesley 

2023 Christmas poinsettia’s dedications: 

Winifred Tracy’s poinsettia dedication is in memory of Robert C. Tracy 

George R. Blair Jr’s poinsettia dedication is in memory of June R. Blair 

Mark and Lynda Bessey’s poinsettia dedication is in honor of our family 

Peter and Cheryl Buechi’s poinsettia dedication is in honor of our family 

Hank and Pam Thauer’s poinsettia dedication is in memory of loved ones who have 

passed 

DeNies family poinsettia dedication is in memory of Rita DeNies and Bill Weeks 

POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS: 



Worship Hours: 

Worship Volunteers Sunday Monday Tuesday

  1 

 
Happy  
New 

Year!! 
2024 

2 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

 

Ushers: Dave Wain-
wright and Randi Dressel  
Liturgists: Steve DeNies  
Greeters: Mark or Lynda 
Bessey 

 

7 Communion Sunday 

8:45am Fellowship Time 

9:15am - Wesleyan Covenant Renewal 
with Remembrance of Baptism and 
Holy Communion  

10:25am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Live Streamed Worship  

10:45am Trustee Meeting 

10:45am Choir Practice 

8 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

 

12:30pm Lunch Bunch 

9 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

Ushers: Sue Brunner and 
Sue Wollen                                                                                    
Liturgists: Cheryl Buechi  
Greeters: Jane Beyer 

14 

8:45am Fellowship Time 

9:15 am In-Person Worship Service 

10:25am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Live Streamed Worship  

10:45am Christian Education 

10:45am Choir Practice 

15 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

 

16 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

Ushers:  Cheryl and Peter 
Buechi  
Liturgists: Tara Doster-
Piskothy  
Greeters: Sue Brunner 

21 

8:45am Fellowship Time 

9:15 am In-Person Worship Service 

10:25am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Live Streamed Worship  

10:45am Christian Education 

10:45am Choir Practice 

BBQ  Pre-sale orders due Today 

22 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

 

23 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

Ushers: Steven and Laura 
Buechi  
Liturgists: Annette De-
Nies  
Greeters: Cheryl Buechi 

28 

8:45am Fellowship Time 

9:15 am In-Person Worship Service 

10:25am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Live Streamed Worship  

10:45am Christian Education 

10:45am Choir Practice 

12:00pm-1:30pm BBQ Fundraiser  

 

 

29 

9 AM—2 PM  Preschool—   
4 year olds 

30 

9:00 AM Preschool,  3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

***Please beware the floors in the Fel-
lowship hall and Education wing hallway 
will be cleaned and rewaxed on Thurs-
day December 28th*** 



 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

3 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

6:30 PM Book Club 

4 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

5 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 year olds 

6 

 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

10 

9:00 AM Preschool -   4 year 
olds 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

 

11 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

 

12 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 year olds 

13 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

17 

9:00 AM Preschool -   4 year 
olds 

10-10:30am  Morning prayer 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

6:30-7:30pm Prayer hour 

 

Methodelma submissions due 

18 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

6:00 PM 4-H meets 

19 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 year olds 

20 

 

9am—Noon 

Church work day 

 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

24 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

 

25 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

26 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 year olds 

27 

Preschool,  3 year olds 

9:30 AM Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

31 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 



ELMA PAGE TURNERS: Shirley Schildkamp 

Join Judi Wollen and friends for lunch  

Monday, January 8th at 12:30pm.  

Location to be announced soon.       

Sign up on the bulletin board 

The Elma Page Turners book club have picked their selections for January through June. 

January 3—”The Brilliant Life of Eudora Honeyset” by Annie Lyons 

February 7—”Water for elephants” by Sarah Gruen 

March 6—”Calling me home” by Julie Kebler 

April 3—”The island of sea” by Lisa See 

May 1—”Code name Helene” by Ariel Lawhon 

June 5—”The sound of gravel” by Ruth Wariner 

The club meets the 1st Wednesday of every month in the youth room at church at 6:30pm. 

Everyone is welcome whether or not you’ve read the book. 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH: 

All Women are invited: 

We will be packing cookies for college students and military service people on Monday, 

February 5 at 11:00am, in the Fellowship Hall.  There will be a soup and sandwich lunch 

following the packaging.  Please bring a sandwich to share.  Soups, dessert, and beverages 

will be provided.  Donations of cookies are greatly appreciated.  Please give addresses of 

college students or military service people to Jilliane in the office, or to Cheryl Buechi by 

Thursday, February 1.  Any questions contact Cheryl Buechi or Rose Shiesley. 

LUNCH BUNCH: Judi Wollen 



YOUTH GROUPS: 

 

Missions 
Missions 

MUSIC: 
Nan Keller 

Dear Friends, 

A heartfelt thank you to all who came to listen and participate in our Christmas Concert 

and Sing- Along on December 3!  What a wonderful day of celebration we had beginning 

with our morning service celebrating the first Sunday in Advent, followed by the Hanging 

of the Greens, a delicious pot luck lunch (can we do this every week??), and our Christ-

mas Concert and Sing- Along and yummy Christmas cookies!  And to top it off, a visit 

from Santa himself!!   

This was a very special day for me, as I cherished every moment celebrating my first 

Christmas festivities as part of the Elma UMC Family!  I loved hearing everyone singing 

along and seeing the children and all of us big kids having so much fun and enjoying so 

many cherished and beloved songs of Christmas!  You sounded so good, I want everyone 

to join the choir!!  

Speaking of the choir, we are always eager to welcome new members year round!  The 

choir will be singing anthems for services on December 24 for the morning and 5 p.m. 

services, as well as January 7 for Epiphany.  It's not too late to join us!  We rehearse eve-

ry Sunday after service at 10:45- 11:45 a.m. in the choir room next to the Sanctuary.  The 

choir also helps lead worship for the congregation each week.  If you love to sing, this is 

an awesome way to serve in ministry and have fun as we worship the Lord through mu-

sic!  

Please see me or contact me if interested in joining us and giving our music ministry a 
try! You can reach me at: Song4God62@yahoo.com or 716-480-8688. 



 

Andrew Hartley 

What would Jesus Drive? 
How would Jesus Heat?... 

Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I 
am willing. Be made clean!” Mark 1:41 

According to some sources, the “What Would Jesus Do” (WWJD) question was 
popularized in the 1890s by a pastor in Kansas. It has remained popular ever since. 
Some of the best things never change, eh? 

It sounds too obvious to state, but if we want to answer the WWJD question correct-
ly, we must know what Jesus did during His earthly ministry. One thing Jesus did 
NOT do is let Himself off the hook, when it came to dealing with uncomfortable is-
sues. When the leper asked Him to “make him clean,” Jesus could have easily 
turned away, pretending He had not heard the man. Jesus was not interested in 
avoiding the leper, though. By touching the leper, Jesus made Himself unclean, 
according to the religious laws of the day, but He didn’t let that stop Him. He was 
willing to do whatever it took to bring healing to the man. 

As Jesus’ followers, we must sometimes step outside our comfort zone. We must 
take on unjust situations, confront the roots of brokenness, and heal whatever we 
can. 

What would it take to bring healing to this world? How can we stop ecological over-
reach (polluting too much and using too many resources), so some hope remains 
for humanity’s future? Some will tell you that people like you and I can’t possibly 
make a difference. They say that one or even a hundred people cannot speak loud-
ly enough to drown out the voices of those with vested interests in maintaining the 
status quo. In the face of that, it would be easier to step back and stop thinking so 
hard about climate change, environmental crises, pollution, or toxins. Living by tap-
ping into the depths all the time is difficult. Thinking about what Jesus might do is 
hard. But reaching into our faith and making it grow is what we must do. For our 
faith to be true and strong, we need to speak up, to act, to make a difference how-
ever we can. We must bring our faith to bear in the world. 

Christ Jesus, you reached out your healing hands to embrace all who were hurting. 
You took the brokenness of this world upon yourself and went to the cross, allowing 
yourself to be crucified. Guide us into caring deeply enough about the world around 
us that we, too, reach out, bringing healing. May we live by our faith from our hearts 
and not just by our words. Amen. 

Creation care tip 

Commit to reuse, repair, and recycle in the present rather than discard, despoil, 
and destroy our future. Do it for the children and grandchildren you know and love. 

CREATION CARE: 



ELMA UMC LUNCH BUNCH: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SPREAD THE NEWS TO FRIENDS & FAMILY ABOUT 
THE BBQ!!!! 

 
Pre-sale orders must be in by January 21st         

 
Name _______________________________Phone #__________________ 
# of Chicken BBQ Dinners ____ @ $15.00 each = Amount_____________ 
# of Pulled Pork Dinners ____ @ $15.00 each = Amount ______________ 

 
 

How to ORDER & PAYMENT 
1. Mail your order form to EUMC 2991 Bowen Rd. Elma, NY 
14059 

or 
2. Place your order with Deacon Deb Coatsworth at 652-5427 ext.    
202 

or 
3. Pay when you pick up your dinners at Church 

and  
4. Checks payable to Elma United Methodist Church with BBQ in 
memo 
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