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Pastor Message – Stewardship and the Future of 

Elma UMC 

 

The Wesley Study Bible (2009, p. 57) describes John Wesley’s 

understanding of Christian stewardship in this way: 

“Stewardship, for Wesley, emerged out of a sense of indebtedness to God for all 

we have. Unlike God, we are limited; we must constantly rely on God for suste-

nance and saving grace. Wesley understood the moral command behind good 

stewardship as a quality of life that gives back to God, not for the sake of per-

sonal merit but out of responsibility and gratitude. It is not surprising that Wesley 

expected Methodists to save abundantly and share their financial resources gen-

erously. In his sermon, “The Use of Money,” Wesley urges his readers to gain all 

we can, save all we can, and give all we can. Faithful stewardship extends beyond 

the use of money. Wesley expected the totality of the Christian life, in speech, 

conduct, and influence over others, to reflect the same careful consideration of 

the gifts that God gives to each person.” 

Through prayer, individually and corporately, Christians become able to discern 

good stewardship in their local church context and beyond. Our six-week sermon 

series on Prayer is a call to the church to go deeper with God and in relationship 

with our church family. The series will culminate in a 24-hour Prayer Vigil focusing 

on prayer for discernment concerning the life and ministries of Elma UMC. I hope 

everyone will commit to participate. As we continue to seek God together, Elma 

UMC will continue to grow into abundantly providing Nurture, Education, Wor-

ship, and Service to our church family and into the wider community. 

Our Advent Candlelight Campaign was a terrific start to renewing strong commit-

ment to the work of the church! Thanks to all who pledged support to Elma UMC 

promising to faithfully offer your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. I 

pray that many more of EUMC’s family will be inspired to offer of themselves as 

well. And I pray for those who have already pledged: may we go on to prayerfully 

consider how to best share the Good NEWS with people who truly need all the 

blessings God has given Elma UMC to offer. 

Peace, Pastor Lisa 

Christian Education:

  



Christian Education: 

YOUTH GROUPS: 

 

 

 
 

Bible Challenge 

Read 4 Chapters Every Day to read through the Bible in a year! 

And check out the Weekly Devotion posted or livestreamed eve-

ry Wednesday at 3:30pm. 

Week 5 - January 29th-February 4th: Matthew chapters 7-28;  

Leviticus chapters 1-6 

Week 6 - February 5th-11th: Leviticus chapters 7-27; Hebrews chapters 1-7 

Week 7 - February 12th-18th: Hebrews chapters 8-13; Joshua chapters 1-22 

Week 8 - February 19th-25th: Joshua chapters 23-24; Judges chapters 1-21; 1 Samuel 

chapters 1-5 

Week 9 - February 26th-March 4th: 1 Samuel chapters 6-31; 2 Samuel chapters 1-2 

Choir Rehearsals – Sundays 10:00-10:25am 

A beautiful choir enhances the worship experience of every church family. At Elma UMC 

we are blessed to have a small, but dedicated group of people, under the direction of 

Ke’er Wang, who provide offertory music and other pieces about once per month. If you 

enjoy singing and offering praise to God through music, please prayerfully consider join-

ing Ke’er and the other choir members on Sundays.  

There will also be opportunities for solos, duets, trios, etc., and for instrumental musi-

cians to offer their gifts to God during our worship services. Please let Ke’er or Pastor 

Lisa know what YOU have to offer as a blessing here at EUMC! 

Prayer Vigil – Friday, February 17th 6pm – Saturday, February 18th 6pm 

24 Hours of continuous prayer – can you imagine it!? What an impact such congrega-

tional dedication to prayer could have on a church and community! And everybody only 

has to promise to pray for half an hour. 

Can YOU make a promise to pray for Elma UMC - its people, its ministries, and its future 

– for half an hour sometime between 6pm February 17th and 6pm February 18th? 

Pastor Lisa’s Book Recommendation for February – One: Unity in a Divided World  by 

Deirdra Riggs, © 2017 Baker Books (Lay Leader Sue Brunner recommended this book to 

Pastor Lisa. And Sue found it on the United Women of Faith bookshelf!) From the cover 

of the book:  

“Jesus didn’t say the world would know we are his followers by our rhetoric, our political 

leanings, our charity work, or even by our knowledge of Scripture. He said the world 

would know us by our love for one another.”  

Pastor encourages everyone at Elma UMC to get ahold of this book and give it a read! 

Our world needs fewer walls and more bridges. Be a bridge builder.”  



Christian Education: 

           Souper Bowl of     

                             Caring             

 

           February 12,  2023 

                 MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

 

The competition of the SOUPER BOWL OF CARING will begin on February 5 th . 

Monetary and non-perishable items can be dropped off at church at the NORTH entrance. 

You can drop off money or food between 9:00-5:00 (M-T-W) or bring to church on Febru-
ary 12. 

Place your donation in the Soup Pot of the Super Bowl team you would like to see win. 

Checks are to be made out to Elma UMC with Souper Bowl of Caring in the memo section. 

Hunger isn’t just a Third World problem. One in six people in America (one in four chil-
dren) live in food insecure households. (Source: United States Department of Agriculture) 

100% of the money collected for Souper Bowl of Caring, is 
donated directly to FISH of East Aurora. 

 

EUMC has been part of the movement to fight hunger and 
poverty in communities like our own, for the past 21 
years. A simple prayer: “LORD, even as we enjoy the Super 
Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of those who 
are without a bowl of soup to eat.” Let us be mindful of this as we help fight hunger and 
poverty. 

I will announce which Soup Bowl Pot received the most donations on the Worship & 
Church Activities email. 

Any questions please contact Deacon Deb Coatsworth at 652-5427 Ext. 202 or 

ceateumc@gmail.com 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Ash Wednesday begins a special season of prayer, fasting, 
and reflection. Join us for this special service that includes 
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.  

 

 

Deacon Deb Coatsworth 

Discipleship Hour 

Discipleship Hour is every Sunday starting with Hospitality Time at 8:45 for all ages. 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

All are welcome to attend Tuesday Bible Study from 9:30 – 10:30AM.  

CHRISTIAN ED: 



 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  

 

  

 MINI & SENIOR Youth Retreat to  Asbury Retreat Center (with Baker UMC) 

Grades 5th – 12th 

Place 

Asbury Retreat Center, Silver Lake NY 

Date 

February 20 – 22 

Meet at Asbury Retreat Center 

10:30 on Feb. 20 

Pickup at Asbury Retreat Center 

12:00 on Feb. 22 

Theme is SHINE 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” ~ Jesus 

Parents 

Please fill out a Medical Release Form with Insurance information and Permission 
Slip. 

Any questions please ask Deacon Deb Coatsworth. 

Summer Calendar Dates: 

Mini Youth Group Work Camp (5 th – 8 th Grade): June 25 – 27 

Family Vacation Bible School Night: July 13 from 5:00 – 8:00 

Senior Mission Trip (9th – 12th Grade): July 23 – 29 



Worship Hours: 

Worship Volunteers Sunday Monday Tuesday

Greeters: 

Ushers:  

Liturgist:  Steve Buechi 

29  
 
 

30 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

31 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

 

Greeters:   

Ushers: 

Liturgist:  Randi Dressel 

5 

8:45 AM Discipleship Hour Fellowship 

8:55– 9:55 Discipleship Hour 

10:00 Choir Practice 

10:30 AM Live Streaming & In-person 
Worship Service 

12:00 PM Trustee Meeting 

7:00 PM Senior Youth Group 

6 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

 

7 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

11:30 AM UMW Cookie   Packing & 
Lunch 

Greeters:  

Ushers:  

Liturgist:  Violet Trombley 

12 

 

8:45 AM Discipleship Hour Fellowship 

8:55—9:55 Discipleship Hour 

10:00 Choir Practice 

10:30 AM Live Streaming & In-person 
Worship Service 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

 

 

 

 

13 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

 

 

6-9 4-HGroup 

14 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

6:30 pm CE meeting

 

Greeters:  

Ushers:  

Liturgist:    Jen Fuer 

19 

 

8:45 AM Discipleship Hour Fellowship 

8:55– 9:55 Discipleship Hour 

10:00 Choir Practice 

10:30 AM Live Streaming & In-person 
Worship Service 

 

20 

Youth Retreat 

 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

 

21 

 

Youth Retreat 

 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

Greeters:  

Ushers:  

Liturgist:  Laura Buechi 

29 

 

8:45 AM Discipleship Hour 

10:30 AM Live Streaming & In-person 
Worship Service 

 

27 

9 AM—2 PM  Preschool—   
4 year olds 

28 

9:00 AM Preschool,  3 year olds

9:30 AM Bible Study

10:30 AM Wool Gatherers

 

    



 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

1 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

9-9:30 Morning prayer 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

7:00 PM Book Club 

2 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

3 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 year olds 

4 

 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

11:30 AM UMW Cookie   Packing & 

8 

9:00 AM Preschool -   4 year 
olds 

9-9:30 Morning Prayer 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

 

9 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

 

10 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 year olds 

11 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

6:30 pm CE meeting 

15 

9:00 AM Preschool -   4 year 
olds 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

6:30 Pm Monthly Prayer Hour 

6-7:30PM Preschool Open 
House 

Methodelma submissions due 

16 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

6:00 PM 4-H meets 

17 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 yr olds 

 

 6PM—24 hour 

   Prayer  Vigil  starts 

 

18 

 

9am—Noon 

Church work day 

 

 

 

 

6 PM— Prayer 
Vigil   ends 

 

 

Youth Retreat 

Preschool, 3 year olds 

Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

22 

Youth Retreat 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

10:15 Ash Wednesday Service 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

6:30 PM Ash Wednesday 
Service 

23 

9:00 AM Preschool, 3 
year olds 

 

 

 

24 

9:00 AM Preschool - 
4 year olds 

25 

Preschool,  3 year olds 

9:30 AM Bible Study 

Wool Gatherers 

1 

9:00 AM Preschool - 4 year 
olds 

3:30 PM Online Devotional 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

    

2023 



 

As I write this on Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day, I am reminded of a famous quote from one of his many ser-

mons. “Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do 

that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that”; We as a 

Church have a wonderful opportunity to be the Light and Love of 

God in the world. 

This month we will celebrate St. Valentine with many expressions 

of love. Valentine reminds us of the gift of God to mankind and 

true love of God in our hearts. God loves unconditionally and 

sacrificially, as He loves till the very end. We need to love the way God loves. 

My hope is that we all feel the loving embrace of our Church. Let us continue to be “A 

Loving Church, Serving a Loving God”. 

Love in Christ, 

Sue Brunner 

LAYLEADER Susan Brunner 

Meet and A. Burgos  
Bishop Héctor is our newly appointed Bishop in the Upper New York Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church. 

Bishop Héctor will be hosting a regional meeting with clergy and laity on February 9, 

2023 at Leroy UMC. The clergy meetings will be from 1:00 -3:00 p.m. and the laity 

meeting (and clergy unable to attend the earlier time) will be from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

All are welcome to attend. If you are interested, please let the church office know so 

we can try to coordinate a car pool. 

Bishop Burgos envisions the United Methodist Church and the Upper New York 

Conference being a Holy Spirit-led global movement that is: 

* Thriving and united in the mission of transforming the world by 

nurturing disciples of Jesus Christ who share faith, hope, and justice 

 * Spiritually alive and culturally relevant 

   * Committed to personal and social holiness, celebrating its rich diversity as a gift from        
God 

 *A multi-generational network of faith communities that embrace all 

people as beloved children of God and allow them to live to their full 

God-given potential. 

 *An organization that is agile, innovative, and creative, and while global 

in its nature and impact, it is local and contextual in its ministry so that 

it can reach as many people as possible with the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 



YOUTH GROUPS: 

 

Missions 
Missions 
Missions 

BOOK CLUB: 

Shirley Schildkamp 

The Elma Page Turners selected three new books for discussion.   On February 1,  

EDUCATED; A MEMOIR, by Tara Westover will be discussed.  This book is a true story of a 

young Mormon woman, homeschooled haphazardly, who went on to earn higher  

Degrees. 

On March 1, LESSONS IN CHEMESTRY, by Bonnie Garmus will be discussed and on April 5, 

THE LATECOMERS by Jean Hanff-Korelitz will be discussed.  The group meets the first 

Wednesday of every month at 7 PM in the Church library for an hour.  Everyone is wel-

come.  Selections for May and June will be announced later. 

 

One hundred and twenty one little dresses will be going to Guatemala in February.  The 

dresses were made by Florence Demme and Linda Cullen.  These dresses range in size from 

women to children and will be distributed as needed by the group from the Wesleyan 

Church on Southwestern who are going on a mission trip.  They've promised pictures if 

possible. 

LITTLE DRESSES: 

 Thank you for your prayers and cards dur-

ing our time of sorrow. We felt your love and 

good wishes with a peace that held us in 

faith like a big hug. A big thank you to all the 

people who baked for the coffee hour and 

did kitchen duty. Rose Shiesley 

 Brittany Wojnor MISSIONS: 

Friends of the Night People 

As the cold winter months are upon us, we are continuing to put together hygiene kits 

to help those at Friends of Night. We will be collecting warm socks and gloves for both 

men and women. We are also asking for donations of $5 gift cards to Tim Hortons or 

McDonalds. The gift cards not only provide them with warm food to eat, but also pro-

vides them a place to get out of the cold for a short period of time. Please place dona-

tions of socks and gloves in a bin below the Missions’ table. Gift cards can be handed in 

at the office. Deadline for donations is February 12. The goal is to complete 50 hygiene 

kits. 

Shirley Schildkamp 



 

Andrew Hartley 

Love God? Then Save Energy and Use Clean Energy! 

When God created Earth, God entrusted humanity as its stewards, calling us to care for it 

and each other. As we make environmentally wise choices, we are celebrating and re-

specting creation. We give thanks for Earth’s abundant resources, and act as good caretak-

ers of this incredible planet. 

Being good stewards of resources includes using only what we need—like the energy we 

use to cool or heat our homes, to turn the lights on, and to power our favorite gadgets—

and producing the energy we need in a responsible manner. 

Reducing your energy use at home, and shifting to clean energy, not only protects the envi-

ronment but can also be a real money saver!  What can you do? 

Today, I can: 

●   Turn off the lights, gadgets, and appliances I am not using 

●   Run only full loads in the clothes washer and dryer (or use an outdoor clothes-

line), and dishwasher 

●   Program my thermostat to run a little warmer in the summer and a little cooler 

in the winter 

●   Set my refrigerator between 36ºF and 42ºF, freezer between -5ºF and 6ºF, and 

water heater at 120ºF (or lower if young children are in the house) 

            ●   Contact my energy utility and ask about buying into clean energy options like 

wind and solar energy. If I’m a NYSEG customer, I can learn about available programs 

at www.nyseg.com/smartenergy/innovation/newwindenergy 

●   Turn water off mid-task (washing dishes, brushing teeth, watering plants)—

running water, especially hot water, uses a lot of energy 

In the future, I plan to: 

●   Improve my home’s insulation and insulate my hot water heater and hot water 

pipes 

●   Replace incandescent light bulbs with LEDs (even before the incandes-

cents burn out, since the energy savings far outweigh the costs of the 

bulbs) 

              ●   Replace methane-powered appliances with energy efficient, electric                   

options (look for the Energy Star logo, and watch for incentives provided in New 

York’s new Climate Scoping Plan, www.climate.ny.gov, and Federal tax credits pro-

vided in the Inflation Reduction Act, https://www.energystar.gov/about/

federal_tax_credits) 

CREATION CREA-FISH: FISH: 
CREATION CARE: 

http://www.nyseg.com/smartenergy/innovation/newwindenergy
http://www.climate.ny.gov/
https://www.energystar.gov/about/federal_tax_credits
https://www.energystar.gov/about/federal_tax_credits


 

 

ELMA UMC LUNCH BUNCH: 

         

 Elma United Women in Faith (United Methodist Women) will 
be packing cookies to send to college students and military service members for Valen-
tine’s Day. We will meet to fill packages on Tuesday, February 7 at 11:30, followed by a 
sandwich lunch. PLEASE bring a sandwich to share. If you have a college student or mili-
tary service member in your family, please provide the church office with an address, or 
message Cheryl Buechi by text: (716) 288-8381, or by email: cbuechi@roadrunner.com 

                                   Donations of cookies are always appreciated. 

 

02/06—Susan Wollen             02/25—D’Lynn Zurek 

02/08—Steven DeNies            02/26– Katherine Erhardt 

02/08—Paige Reimer               02/27– Eric Nicholson 

02/09—Nancy Gradwell           02/27– Harper Nolan 

02/09—Jill Seileman 

02/14—Pam Thauer 

02/14—Erika Wargula 

02/14—Sienna Wojnar 

02/18—Eileen Holden 

02/18—Andrew  Jozwiak 

02/19—Virginia Langworthy 

02/19—Sharon Renn 

02/20—Jennifer Fuer 

02/20—Logan Nolan                                                                    

02/21—Ryan McGoldrick                                                    02/12—Duke & Barbara Dygert 

                                                                                                02/25—John & Elaine Hollander 

                                                                                                02/25—Ray & Charlene Pisciteli 

 

 FISH 
CREATION CARE: FISH: 

UWF: 

We continue to collect several bags of food each month that are delivered to FISH. 
Thank you for all the contributions in past months.  

February’s FISH item is Canned Tuna.   

               As always you can donate any non-perishable items. 
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